
REUNION DAY 2025

ANNIVERSARY YEARS CELEBRATION

1915 - 1950



June 11, 1890     St. Joseph’s Hospital 

1894      St. Ann’s Wing

1905     St. Joseph’s Hospital 

1916    St. Joseph’s Hospital 

1917   St. Joseph’s Hospital Chapel 

1916    St. Joseph’s Hospital 

Airing Balcony 1916



1915

Sister St. Basil designed  St Joseph’s Graduate Pin



Ella Kelly ’15      

 1st President of the Nurses Alumnae

Jean Morin’15

1933 – 1934 served as the District Representative to the R.N.A.O. on the Nurses Alumnae  Executive 

1935 – 1936 served on the Executive Committee

Anne Maloney’15

1934 – 1935 served on the Executive Committee of the Nurses Alumnae Executive 

1935 – 1936 served as the Vice President 

Newsletter  1995

Sister M. Vincent Bergin’15 



1911     St. Joseph’s School of Nursing
1922     Undermount Nurses Residence

           Opened November 28, 1922

Tunnel from the school 

to the main hospital 1922     Undermount Nurses Residence

The building was erected at a cost of $155,000

The furnishings cost another $18,000 for a total cost of $176,000

Student Bedrooms & Study Areas
Classrooms



Anne Maloney’15    Sister St. Basil    Jean Morin’15     Sister St. Gerard’15     Ella Kelly’15

                                graduate 1900

Genevieve Boyes’17      Margery Lenhardt’16       Nora Finn’18       Helen Fagan’17     

Eva Moran ‘20       Doris Crossley ‘32        Sister St Edward  ‘32        Elizabeth Quinn ‘20

Back row  (left to right)

Jean Laidlaw ‘37

Frances Ruffing ‘48

Marguerite Reding ‘43

Agnes Smith ‘34 

Front  row (left to right)

Bernadette Clohecy ‘43

Doris Crossley ’32

Frances O’Brien ‘41

Reunion Day 1947



GRADUATION   1920

Graduation exercises which will be held at 3:30 this afternoon at St. Joseph’s Hospital, 

were preceeded by graduation mass this morning at 6:30 am in the hospital chapel. 

All the nurses attended, garbed in their blue & white service uniforms. Very Rev. Dean 

G. L. Cassidy of St. Patrick’s church was the celebrant & after mass he addressed the 

nurses. The pupil nurses sodality choir sand during the mass.  

A special breakfast was served afterwards in the nurses dining hall, which was prettily 

decorated with flowers for the occasion. 



Graduation Diploma Elizabeth M. Quinn ’20

January 29, 1920

Signatures of Witnesses to this Diploma

I. Olmstead M.D.

H.J. Sullivan M.D.

J.A. Balfe M.D.

M.H. Lang M.D.

J. Edgar M.D.

W.P. Downes B.A., M.D., C.M. 

Elizabeth Quinn 

1934 – 1936 served as the 4th President of the Nurses Alumnae Executive 

1934 - 1934  served on the Executive Committee 

1942 – 1943 served on the Investigating Committee 

1942 – 1947 served on the Executive Committee

1949 – 1950 served as Vice President 

Katherine Crane

1935 – 1937 served on the Executive Committee of the Nurses Alumnae Eecutive  

Eva Moran

1933 – 1934 served as the 3rd President of the Nurses Alumnae Executive

1935 – 1937 served on the Executive Committee

1942 – 1944  served on the Nominating Committee

Edith Galloway

1949 – 1951 served on the Executive Committee of the Nurses Alumnae Executive 

1951 – 1953 served as 2nd Vice President



GRADUATION 1925



Edith Digby Majeske’25 & Rose Schmaltz Moody’25

working in the O.R. 

Margaret Dunigan Hayes ‘25

Jeanette Eaglesham Simpson’25, Sister Loretto Gainor’10 

with O.R. Instruments 

Florence Nicholson’25

1933 – 1934 served as Vice President on the Nurses Alumnae Executive

1969 – 1972 served as Treasurer  



Reunion Day 1989

Rose Schmaltz’25

(Newsletter 1989)

Jeanette Eaglesham’25

(Newsletter 1989)

Grace Link ‘25



Myrtle MacIntosh’30

1933 – 1934 served as Secretary on the Nurses Alumnae Executive 

Admission Requirements 1930

Dorothy Long’30

1933 – 1934 served on the Executive Committee  of the Nurses Alumnae Executive 



St Joseph’s Hospital, Hamilton was opened on June 11, 1890.

The building on John St. South, which served as the home of Honourable John Young had been known as 

Undermount. was purchased by the Bishop Dowling for an episcopal residence. It was decided however to 

convert it into a hospital under the direction of the Sisters of St. Joseph, four of whom undertook its 

establishment….

Mother M. Philip Lenatin, Superior

Sister M. Bride Cleary

Sister M. Regina Tobin

Sister M. Dympna Sullivan  

Not everyone wore masks in the Operating room of the 1930s. 



GRADUATION 1935



BACK ROW:  Ruth Lumsden, Rachal Weatherill, Rita Churchill, Marie Haslem, Doris Murphy,

                        Dorothy Roadhouse, Florence Palmer, Joan Morris, Gwendolyn Zuber, Anna McCowell

SEATED:       Marjorie Marr, Ethel Christopher, Phylis Atwell,  Agnes Nicholson, Leah Culver,

                        Eileen Enderby, Elsie Hart, Dorothy Telfer

MISSING FROM PHOTO: Nellie Misner

Anna McCowell ‘35 Florence Palmer ‘35 Rachael Weatherill ‘35

Suzanne Neubauer Hayes ’62

(Daughter-in-law) 



Joan Morris ‘35

Written by Joan Morris ‘35

FEBRUARY CLASS  1935

 

Eva Armstrong Phyllis Atwell

Ethel Christopher Leah Culver

Eileen Enderby Elsie Hart

Marjorie Marr Agnes Nicholson

Dorothy Telfer

SEPTEMBER CLASS  1935

Rita Churchill Marie Haslem

Ruth Lumsden Anna McCowell

Nellie Misner  Joan Morris

Doris Murphy  Florence Palmer

Rachael Weatherill

Ella Mae O’Neill     (Sister M. St. Norbert)

Gwen Zuber             Sister M. Domenica 

Agnes Nicholson’35

1942 – 1943 served on the Dinner Committee of the Nurses Alumnae Executive



GRADUATION  MAY 16, 1940



GRADUATION Thursday May 16, 1940

Ruth Markle ‘40

Ruth Markle Ormond ‘40

Ruth Markle’40

1942 – 1944 served on the Dance Committee on the Nurses Alumnae Executive

1958 – 1960 served on Charities Committee 



Graduation Dance      May 16, 1940

Anne Andreychuk’40

Gladys Neal’40

1942 – 1944 served as Vice President on the Nurses Alumnae Executive



Prize Winners 1940

TOP ROW              left to right      Lenore Jarvis               examination and nursing in diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat

                                                        Margaret McBride       medical nursing and examination

                                                        Ivy Hart                        general Proficiency     

                  Mary Gage                    examination and nursing in children’s diseases

                                                        Ann Andreychuk          public health nursing

 BOTTOM ROW     left to right     Alice Smart                  gynecological nursing and examination

                                                        Margaret Smith           efficiency in bedside  nursing 

            Eileen Hennessey        clinical pathology

                                                        Ruth Markle                surgical nursing and examination

                                                        Gladys Neal                 nursing and examination in preventive medicine 

FEBRUARY CLASS

Anne Andreychuk

Doris Barnett

Ivy Hart

Ruth Markle

Gladys Neal

Alice Smart

Dorothy Smith

SEPTEMBER CLASS 

Ruth Dickinson  Mary Gage

Nora Eileen Hennessey Effie Leonore Jarvis

Vera Lynn  Margaret McBride

Pauline McPherson Evelyn Oldfield

Mary Rizok  Ellen Roberts

Margaret Smith  Brigid Smith 

Sister M. Venard

Eileen Hennessey’40

1965 – 1967 served as the Treasurer on the Nurses Alumnae Executive 

Mary Gage’40

(Sister M. Venard)



GRADUATION MAY 16, 1945



Ollya Boychuk ‘45

Angela         Dorothy        D. J. Tilden     Freda

Amadio’45    Duncan’45                            Welt’45

GRADUATION May 16,  1945

Katherine          Catherine          Grace

Dashner  ‘45        Boyle ‘44      Gilbert  ‘45

Working in the O.R.





PRIZE WINNERS   1945

TOP ROW  left to right Angelina Amadio                      general proficiency

      Edna Freeman            efficiency in bedside nursing 

   Ruth de Montmorency              surgical nursing and examination

   Ollya Boychuk    medical nursing and examination  

   Frances Twiss                            public health nursing

BOTTOM ROW left to right Doris Halverson                         professional ethics

   Dorothy Harrod     nursing and examination in preventive medicine

   Grace Gilbert                             examination and nursing in diseases of  the eye, ear, nose and throat

   Shirley Kavanaugh                   anatomy and physiology

   Teresa Lobsinger                    clinical pathology 

Grace Gilbert ‘45

Grace Gilbert ’45 & Dr. F. Hamilton 

in the Tonsil Room



1945 Graduation 

Wednesday afternoon May 16th, 35 ladies will graduate from the St. Joseph’s School of Nursing, Hamilton. This is the largest class in the 

history of the hospital, compared to the 1st graduation January 1915 with 9 ladies receiving their diplomas. It shows the increase in the 

demand for their services. 

The exercise will be held at the auditorium of the Cathedral of Christ the King. The graduates are Angelina Amadio, Vivian Blanche 

Biggar, Ethena Maureen Bleeks, Oliya Rae Boychuk, Wilma Ruth Chadwick, Elizabeth Rose Cummings, Katherine Naomi Dashner, 

Ruth Anita DeMontmorency, Dorothy Irene Duncan, Edna Louise Freeman, Gloria Elaine Gifford, Grace Lenore Gilbert, Helen 

Elizabeth Grightmire, Doris Marjolian Halverson, Mary Clair Hanlon, Dorothy Alean Harrod, Jean Gladys Hays, Margaret Evelyn 

Houston, Marion Amelia Ionson, Shirley Aileen Kavanaugh, Shirley Lillian Kitchen, Grace Sneeden Leitch, Margaret Mona Leonard, 

Mary Teresa Lobsinger, Mary Ritchie McMurrich, Anna Marguerite Montague, May Morris, Neta Isabel Morrow, Sarah Scullion, 

Lorraine Ann Stewart, Frances Audrey Twiss, Freda Mae Welt, Elinor Anne Whalls, Merlyn Isobel White, Marjorie Ruth Yager. 

The young nurse of today is assuming no ordinary responsibility & as long as she remains in the profession she will be daily 

reminded of this fact. Her lamps of service must be kept bright indeed, if she is to see the path of duty clearly. Intelligence will not be 

enough, sympathy will  not be enough, truth must be her torch, efficiency her sandals. She must be clothed with strength & carry the 

keys of compassion. Her vision must never fail & courage must never falter if this young nurse who dedicates her life to the services of  

suffering humanity is to remain true to the profession she enters. 

1945 Graduation Dance was held in the auditorium of St. Joseph’s School of Nursing 

Alumnae arranged a dinner at the Royal Connaught Hotel on May 17th in honour of the 

graduates. The speaker for the evening was Mrs. J. Carson, formerly Doctor Victoria 

Mueller of St. Michael’s College of Toronto. She gave an exceptionally fine address on 

“True Friendship and High Heels.”

The event was a most enjoyable one & was attended by representatives of all graduating 

classes since the 1st class of 1915.

Dorothy Gleed’46    Marguerite Montague’45   

Marjorie Almas’43

Edna Freeman’45

1951 – 1953       served as Representative to the R.N.A.O. on the Nurses Alumnae Executive 



Carmela Thomas’49    Marjaret Leonard ‘45       Doris Halverson‘45

Gerarda Clark ‘44    Muriel Black’43      Loreen  Leatherdale’43      Jean Hodgins’44 

Working in the O.R.

Winnie        Helen          Winnie           Angie         Bernadette

Walker’47   Miller’48     Ayres’46      Amadio’45     Hynes’48

1948 on roof of the John St building 

Freda Welt ‘45

June 14, 1945     RNAO meeting  (District 4)

Quarterly meeting was held at the Nurses Residence of St. Joseph’s Hospital, Hamilton. Miss J. Mason, 

provincial president, gave an interesting talk, dwelling upon the projects – Bargaining, Trade Union & the 

Practice Act.  Of particular interest to nurses-in-training & to all young women who intend to enter the Training 

School was the discussion of bursaries which are available to nurses who continue in university & post-graduate 

courses. A government grant amounting to 5/12th of last years grant has been received by the Canadian Nurses 

Association.  It is expected the remainder will be forwarded before the end of the year. Some of the western 

provinces have opened Placement Bureaus to arrange positions for nurses returning from overseas. It is 

expected similar bureaus will be established in this province. At the close of the meeting a vote of thanks was 

extended to Miss Mason. The senior students at St. Joseph’s School of Nursing served refreshments. 

If education is a training for life & not merely for a livelihood, no theory of it can be 

sound if the theorist has not a right notion, both of the ultimate purpose of human 

living, & of the conditions of mind & will by which that purpose may be realized .            

E. Leen 



Front:   Ruth deMontmorency’45   Marion Ionson’45   Frances O’Brien’41   Katherine Dasher’45

Back:   Helen King Marcellus’42   Loreen Leatherdale ’43   Catherine Boyle’44

Mary Clare Hanlon’45 

holding a patient for Dr Fraser

Father Charles Galea

Teresa Lobsinger     Sister Virginia

       Walsh ’45              Hanlon ‘45

Grace           Freda         Angie            Marion            James

Gilbert ’45    Welt ’45    Amadio ’45    Ionson ’45      Shipley ‘71A

Civic Greetings

Controller Nora-Frances Henderson, representing Mayor Samuel Lawrence, extended greetings on 

behalf of the Mayor & the city, & referred to the happy relationship that exists between the city of 

Hamilton & this large Catholic institution. Dr. W. L. Crewson, President of the Hamilton Academy 

of Medicine, extended congratulations & good wishes to the class on behalf of the academy. 

The graduation exercises were particularly happily arranged this year & carried out with impressive 

dignity, the procession of the graduating class being preceded in entering the hall by a procession of 

the nurses-in-training who expect to graduate next year. Three of the nurses-in-training also 

provided the music for the event. The large gathering present were cordially welcomed by Dr. 

Downes & the prize winners were also presented with their awards, as published previously. 



September Class 1945

BACK ROW:

Edna Freeman, Ruth Yager, Margaret Leonard, Grace Leitch, Ruth Chadwick, Mary McMurrick, 

Frances Twiss, Lorraine Stewart, Dorothy Harrod,  Shirley Kitchen

FRONT ROW:

Teresa Lobsinger, Sarah Scullion, Margaret Houston, Edna Freeman, Helen Grightmire, Gloria Gifford

SEPTEMBER CLASS        (ADMITTED September 2, 1942   

Vivian Biggar  Maureen Bleeks

Ollya Boychuk Ruth Chadwick

Edna Freeman Gloria Gifford

Helen Grightmire Doris Halverson

Mary Clair Hanlon Dorothy Harrod

Margaret Houston Shirley Kitchen

Grace Leitch  Margaret Leonard

Teresa Lobsinger Mary McMurrick

Margarite Montague Ruth De Montmorency

Mae Morris  Sarah Scullion

Lorraine Stewart Frances Twiss

Eleanor Whalls Marilyn White

Ruth Yager

FEBRUARY CLASS      (Admitted February 3, 1942)

Angeline Amadio Katherine Dashner

Dorothy Duncan Grace Gilbert

Jean Hayes  Marion Ionson

Shirley Kavanaugh Neta Morrow

Freida Welt 

Helen                Frances          Gerarda 

Grightmire ‘45    O’Brien ‘41   Clark  ‘44

Working in the O.R.



Address to graduating class --- delivered by W. H. Lovering President of Hamilton Health Association on Wednesday May 16th. 1945 

You will need clear thinking & much faith as you go out into the world today – a world with many problems of creed differences, 

national duties, political distresses – but for these & other post-war duties you will have a safe guide if you remember that faith is 

better than sight, & love is better that hatred.  

The graduation, held in the auditorium of the Basilica of Christ the King, was presided over by Dr. W. P. Downes, chairman of the 

medical staff of St. Joseph’s Hospital. Diplomas were presented by the Most Rev. Joseph F. Ryan D.D, , Bishop of Hamilton, who also 

gave a brief message & the pins were pinned on each graduate by Rev. Sister M. Ursula, superintendent of nurses. 

In continuing Mr. Lovering spoke of the scope & usefulness of the nurse’s training in not only giving a young woman a profession 

through which to engage in health & social services to the general public & making her the “right hand of the medical profession”, 

but, he continued “nursing is the only profession that is not lost when a women enters the home, it fits a woman to be a better wife & 

mother as many of you no doubt will be”. The speaker urged that the young women make their aim & purpose, through good report 

or ill, to go live & strive to serve that they may do their part faithfully to raise the standards of life. “The nurse’s life if not an easy 

one, but it is a blessed one, & I think the Lord particularly blesses those who enter it.” The great need of our time is to think about 

others, & when this is done out of love of good, you are producing the finest fruit of Christian charity.” He urged faithful adherence 

to ethical principles, that they try to forget prejudices, impart a wholesome savour to the community about them, & be not just a 

passive influence, but rather an active one, for good. 

His Excellency, the Most Reverend J. F. Ryan, D.D., said “Surely the great need today is charity. I urge you to not only show charity 

to those patients & others who immediately receive your ministrations, but that you rather cultivate a Divine benevolence toward all.” 

There were 2 handmaids which should accompany the virtue of charity, His Excellency said, politeness & cheerfulness. He explained 

that these should become the natural expression of genuine kindness in the heart. “I extend my hearty felicitations to parents & 

friends who have sacrificed to see their daughters reach this point in the lives & to the doctors of the hospital staff, & congratulate 

the Superior & the Sisters of St. Joseph. The Sisters are now embarked on a big enterprise – a  large addition to the hospital. I do 

hope there are many friends, not only Catholics but otherwise, who knowing their good work & years of service in the community, 

will be helpful to them & make this project one that will be worthy & soon brought to fruition”, His Excellency concluded. 



Class of 1945 and 1946

Standing Left to right:  

Jean Laing’46    Rosemary Ruffing’46   Agnes McCowell’46    Jean Mitchell’46    Dorothy Gleed’46    Shirley Kitchen’45   Neta Morrow’45    

Jean Hays’45   Edith Franklin’46    Vivian Biggar’45    Ruth Chadwick’45    Marion Ionson’45    Lorraine Stewart’45

Kneeling Left to Right:       Rosemary Walsh’46     Grace Leitch’45 

Catharine  Brown ‘43,   Irma Kellar ‘41

 Lorraine Stewart ‘45,  Betty Martin’43

Working in the O.R.



Mary Clare Hanlon ‘45

a.k.a. Sister Virginia Hanlon

Sister Virginia’s Legacy

➢ Appointment of first Registrar for the School of Nursing at St. Joseph’s, Hamilton. 

➢ Introduction of Health Services for Hospital Employees and School of Nursing. 

➢ Design and construction of School of Nursing / Residence, Fontbonne Hall. 

➢ Psychiatric Nursing Affiliation for students.

➢ Liaison for Alumnae Association. 

Newsletter October 1995

1951 – 1957     Staff Educator St. Joseph’s School of Nursing 

1957 – 1964     Director of Nursing St Joseph’s School of Nursing, Hamilton

1964 – 1967     Staff Educator  St. Mary’s Hospital, Kitchener

1967 – 1972     Director of Nursing, St. Mary’s School of Nursing, Kitchener

1956                 Innovative health program for students & staff

1959                 Employee Health Service, St. Joseph’s Hamilton

1962                Design & Construction of Fontbonne Hall 

1972 – 1976    C.E.O. St. Mary’s Hospital, Kitchener

1976 – 1984    C.E.O. St. Joseph’s Home, Guelph

1984 – 2005     Administrative Staff, St. Joseph’s Villa, Dundas

2005                 Retired to the Mother House, Dundas 



1933   There were 2 Masses conducted each year

           1 in October for living members of the Nurses Alumnae

           1 in November for the repose of souls of our deceased members, conducted on Remembrance Day

1938   Sister Ursula Barry’32 became the Sister Liaison for the Nurses Alumnae

1984   Sister Ursula entered Eternal Life August 4, 1984

1958 – 1962 Sister Virginia served as the Honorary President of the Nurses Alumnae 

1985   Sister Virginia Hanlon assumed the role of Sister Liaison for the Nurses Alumnae

          She planned the annual Reunion Day Mass & Reception

          Mass was changed to the annual Reunion Day 

Newsletter October 2006

o     Sister Virginia      Sister Patricia 

    Hanlon ’45         Hanlon ‘50

Sister Virginia      Sister Patricia 

    Hanlon ’45         Hanlon ‘50

Sister Virginia Hanlon teaching the class of 1962



Newsletter 1998

Frances Twiss ‘45

Frances Twiss’45

1995 – 1997 served on the Archive Committee on the Nurses Alumnae Executive

Class of 1945      off to Detroit for pediatric affiliation

        Doris                 Mae                     Ollya                        Ruth                     Margaret

Halverson’45       Morris”45         Boychuk’45        DeMontmorency’45     Houston’45



Janina Muta Berenyi ’65 and Beverly Shynal Greenwood ’70 visited with Ruth Chadwick at the Langdon Nursing Ville  Retirement Home in Woodstock. Ruth was age 89.

Ruth was born on May 17, 1924 in Vittoria Ontario. She was a Baptist and had never married. Ruth’s family came from England. 

Her father, Grant Chadwick was an apple and peach farmer. Her mother, Carlotta Paul was an Alma College housewife. 

Ruth’s mother had a heart condition and died before Ruth graduated. 

Ruth had 2 sisters and 1 brother. Ruth was the 3rd child. Her sister Jean graduated from St Joseph’s School of Nursing in 1942.

Ruth was 17 years of age when she entered the School of Nursing in 1942. She commented that it was the common thing to do during the war years. 

She remembers bringing a suitcase full of apples from the farm, back to the school. Students had 1 day off each month and ½ a day per week. 

They would go out for pie and coffee for 25℄. Students could see a movie on their day off.

Sister Mary Grace was the Director of Nursing. When students received their black band, there was only a few hours for celebrations. 

Ruth did her pediatric affiliation for 3 months at the Sick Children’s Hospital in Detroit Michigan. 

During the war years 1942 – 1943 there were drills in the  middle of the night. A whistle was blown and students had to get dressed and go to the wards in the dark. 

The Steel Company was considered a possible target. Practice exercises were done in case Canada was attacked. Ruth also remembers taking rifle practice at a high 

school, in case they were drafted into the army. 

Ruth talked about the “gold book” written by Sister Ursula. She said there is 1 person missing from the gold book in the class of 1949. 

There are 27 in the graduation picture and only 26 names in the book. 

She talked about a student going out with a patient. She was punished by Sister Mary Grace by spending 11 months working nights. 

After graduation Ruth worked as special duty nurse at the Simcoe Norfolk General Hospital. Ruth also worked in a Nursing home in Hagersville. 

She took a Record Library course and worked for 28 years in the Record Department in Woodstock. She also spent time as a school nurse at Valley High School 

in Hankton Ontario. She had a crush on Dr Tilden. He married Mary Haley class of 1942.

Fran Twiss Simpson ’45 was her closest classmate & friend. Theresa Lobsinger ’45 was the organizer for the classmates. Ruth attended her last reunion dinner 

in 2011 at the celebration of the School of Nursing 100 year anniversary. 

Her interests and hobbies were skating, and working on the farm by horseback with 2 teams of horses. 

Vittoria was the original capital of Ontario. When Vittoria was 200 years old, Ruth remembers a big celebration in the town. 

Ruth made many donations to the Alumnae Archives:

-historical account from the Book “The Story of St. Joseph’s Hospital 1890 – 1960”   (a Silver coloured pamphlet written by Kingsley Brown )

-a written historical account from 1890 – 1994

-her nursing notes and hospital charts

-nursing exams 1945

-Booklet titled “the Nightingale Pledge”

-pledge was formulated in 1893 by a committee of which Mrs. Lystra E. Gretter was chairman

-picture of Florence Nightingale was etched from an original cabinet photograph made in London

-negatives for the class graduation photo 1945

-Undermount stationary / Christmas greeting card 

Ruth Chadwick ‘45



FROM THE BOOK OF 1890-1920

PERTAINING TO THE SCHOOL OF NURSING &  OTHER INFORMATION.

FROM THE HAMILTON EVENING TIMES JUNE 13 1890

Hospital

Hospital formerly called Undermount.  Prince of Wales occupied magnificent suite here many years ago.  

Place originally cost $10.000 but the Episcopal Corporation purchased it for half.  Bishop Dowling 

installed here but found it too large & expensive.  He sold it to the Sisters of St. Joseph for $5,000.00.  the 

community rumal a gift of $5,000.00 plus $500.00 from Bishop Dowling. Separated from John Street by a 

solid stone fence & a pair of huge iron gates.  Also boasted a conservatory to keep patients supplied with 

flowers.

Accommodationfor 40-50 patients .  Staff had 4 sisters-Mother St. Philip was Superior.  Hospital was 

formally opened by Bishop Dowling.

Institution indepted to Father Ryan, who endowed the Ryan ward endowment that the ward be for the use 

of the poor and those unable to pay their way.  There was some question as to how to use the money left,   

Should it go to Toronto or should they start a hospital  here? Mayor McLillans was mayor here at that 

time.

The late Father Ryan was from Oakville and he left $18,000.00 to be used for a hospital either here or in 

Toronto.

Contractor Pigott donated the first alter.

June 11, 1890 -The first Mass  with Bishop Dowling..  Silver Chalice given by Misses D&J  

                             Sadlin of Montreal.

First Staff of Sisters-Mother St. Philip Superior, Sister Antoinette Carmella, Herman & 

                             bride

June 21, 1890 -First patient received was  a protestant lady named Mrs M Gilmorn, 

                            surgeon was  Dr. Roseberghe.  Left Hospital July 22, 1890

July 4, 1890 - the first male patient Joseph Kihal and was  dismissed July 11.

Sept 10, 1890 - Ist death-Mrs Roch ______left the hospital in a invalid chair.

Sept 30, 1890-close of the year –pts. treated 29, dismissed 15,  Deaths 1, Operation 1.

October 13, 1890-- A Mrs Simon, a Jew admitted with fratured of patella.  Observed diet 

                         of old law.  All meals sent over by rabbi’s wife.  Stayed 5 week and all the J 

                         Jews in the city visited.

October 15, 1890 Benediction of Blessed Sacrament for the first time.

October 10, 1890  was the first Inspection.

November 12__________________________________

December 5, 1890 Stations of Cross manually erected.

December 10, 1890 Medical staff formed.

June 2, 1891 -first money received from Government $11,200 bring half the grant for 

                          the first time June 21st to Oct 1st 1890.

Sept 4,  1891- back taxes to value of $722.70 returned to hospital

1912 – a new elevator valued at $2,000.00 presented to hospital by Mr George E. 

                                                                                                                  Truckett.

1902 Dr Balfe presented a complete set of instruments to Superior Sister Antoinette . 1919  St. Josephs care for 2, 

651 patients

1920 St. Joseph cared for 2,710 patients

February 20, 1920- grant of $50,000 for creation of Nurse Residence.

GUESTS AT UNDERMOUNT

1925-Canadian National Association of Trained Nurses Convention.  The delegates were entertained by the 

Alumnae of the Hospital.  Sister St. Basil Superior, assisted by Miss Kelly and Miss Bedford.  A short Musical 

program by Miss Martine.  Medlodies and Joy added to pleasure of the afternoon.  Committee consisted of Nurses 

Sally Morin, McLarg & Maloney

June 24th-1924 graduates:

Presented by 8 small attendants wearing white dresses and wreaths.  18 nurses graduated..  Validictory- Noreen 

Ryan    Vocal solo Vera guay

1923 3,000 patients care for 

1924 Maternity wing.

Casa Maria-Home of Mr and Mrs J.A. Bisby   One room furnished by her Nephew Mr. W. H. Hunt.  Property and 

renovations cost &60,

October 17, 1930.  The Stuart property consisting  of 3 dwellings on Charlton Avenue purchased by the Sister of St. 

Joseph for $26,000.00

1933 Dr. Modebray left us $1,000.00

historical account from the Book “The Story of St. Joseph’s Hospital 1890 – 1960” 

  (a Silver coloured pamphlet written by Kingsley Brown )

Donated by Ruth Chadwick’45



GRADUATION MAY 31, 1950



GRADUATION Wednesday May 31, 1950

FEBRUARY  CLASS OF 1950

Elizabeth Barron Bernardine Barry
Margaret Batte Dorothy Battersby
Lorna Brown  Teresa Giancola
Joy Guenther  June Leitch
Margaret Lynn Mary McPherson
Norine Rowley Eileen Shiel
Margaret Shepherd Ila Van Horne
Ruth Vollick 



SEPTEMBER CLASS OF 1950

Evelyn Ashford Muriel Bradt  Joyce Bowen

Helen Blake  Jessie Brown  Kathleen Cheesman

Mary Cronin  Mary Cummings Dorothy Deckert

Marie Doherty Marjorie Donovan Doris Fischer

Gay Goss  Nancy Giancola Muriel Johnston

Peggy Jones  Joan Johnstone Lois Keeble

Ruth Lee  Dorothy Leavitt Monica Legere

Dorothy Leonard Jean McDonald Clara Mazza

Elizabeth McLeod Monica McKee Dorothy Metcalfe 

Marion Morrison Margaret Nelson Phyllis Pomponi 

Mavis Ryan  Patricia Scollard Mary Valencourt

Mary Catharine Sangster Jean Watson  Mary Van Every

Patricia Hanlon (Sister Patricia Hanlon) 

Sister Virginia Hanlon’45     Sister Patricia Hanlon’50

Mary Fitzgerald     Sister Patricia     Mary Day

     Marrin’47              Hanlon’50      Cummings’50



Award Winners          Class of 1950

Patricia Hanlon, Kathleen Cheeseman, Bernardine Barry, Marie Doherty, Dorothy Leavitt

Margaret Nelson, Jean Watson, Ruth Lee, Mary Cummings, Jean McDonald, Eileen Shiel



June 10, 1950

Solemn High Mass, celebrated on the lawn of Marygrove this morning at 10 o’clock began observance of St Joseph’s Hospital’s 60th anniversary.

Attended by an estimated 500 guests, including clergy of the diocese & staff doctors, the Mass was celebrated by the Rt. Rev. Mgr. Arthur O’Brien, 

administrator of the Cathedral of Christ the King, while the Rt. Rev. Mgr. G. L. Cassidy, vicar general, was present as representative of His Excellency, Bishop 

Ryan. 

The Rev. Joseph McCowell, Holy Family Church, acted as deacon of the Mass, the Rev. Charles McColgan, St. Ann’s Church was sub-deacon. 

Directed by Sister M. Loyola, director of music, Hamilton Separate Schools, the sisters choir sang the Mass of the Angels. The fourth degree Knights of 

Columbus attended in ceremonial dress & the graduate nurses of the hospital, now holding their reunion, were also present. 

This mornings jubilee Mass was followed this afternoon by open house at the hospital from 2 – 4 o’clock. Guests were met at the door by Sister  Superior M. 

Geraldine, then guided through the hospital by the nurses. The Ladies Auxillary of the hospital served tea on the lawn. 

Owned & operated by the Sisters of St. Joseph, the hospital has served this community since 1890. At that time, they opened the institution with a 24 bed 

accommodation in the old stone residence, once the home of the Hon. John Young. Today the hospital accommodates over 300 patients not including the new 

100 bed maternity wing, now under construction. 

The hospitals 1st expansion took place in 1894 when a new wing increased capacity to 50 beds. In 1916 addition of a surgical wing added 75 beds & in 1924 the 

department of obstetrics, opened in 1912, transferred to Casa Maria, the former Bixby residence. A modern 4-storey building for the hospital employees was 

erected in 1929, while 1941 saw the addition of still another surgical unit. In 1947, the Sisters erected a new building which was one of the continents most 

modern hospital units, & now with demand for accommodation still insistent, work is proceeding for the new maternity wing which will replace Casa Maria. 

The services & administration of the hospital are noted for their high standards. The departments are in charge of Sisters who are graduate nurses who have 

taken special courses at the University of Toronto.  

Sister Patricia Hanlon’50 Clara Mazza Wallman’50

Made a banner to bring to the Annual Reunion Mass 



St. Joseph’s Hospital Observes Sixtieth Anniversary           June 10th, 1050

A solemn High Mass was celebrated on Marygrove lawn by rt. Rev. Msgr. Arthur O’Brien, while Rt. Rev. Msgr. G. L. Cassidy – vicar general, was present as representative of His 

Excellency Bishop Ryan, on June 10, 1950, to begin the observance of St Joseph’s Hospital’s sixtieth anniversary. Rev. Joseph McCowell and Rev. Charles McColgen acted as deacon & 

sub-deacon. Clergy of the Diocese, staff doctors, the fourth degree knights in ceremonial dress, the graduate nurses of the hospital and estimates of 500 guests attended. Mass of the 

Angels was sang by the Sisters choir, directed by Sister M. Loyola. 

The morning looked dark & gloomy. It began to rain just a short while before Mass was celebrated, which was a source of anxiety to the Sisters & disastrous had it kept on. Nevertheless 

the Sisters had faith & went ahead, arranged the chairs & decorated the altar. When it came time for Mass the rain ceased. After Mass was finished the rain fell again. A “Miracle” to say 

the least was the thought entertained by everyone. The afternoon, however, turned out lovely & bright.

Open house at the hospital was held between 2 o’clock & 4 o’clock in the afternoon. Sister M. Geraldine greeted the guests at the door & the nurses guided them through the hospital. 

Tea was served on the lawn by the Ladies Auxillary.  

The nurses held their Annual Graduation Dinner on June 8th 1950 in the Century Room at Fischer’s Hotel at 7 o’clock in the evening. On the following day June 9th the Annual 

Graduation Dance was held.  



1950       Retreat          at Mt. Cevacle         Hamilton Ont.      Students from classes of ’46, ’47, ’48, ‘49, ‘50, ‘51

Left to right: 

Lst row:          Ethel Smith’48     Helen O’Neill’48     Rosemary Ruffing’46     Reverend    Agnes McCowell’46     Frances Ruffing’46     Mary Evelyn Ganann’46

2nd row:        Patricia          Lois            Margaret           Monica           Rita               Eileen          Marie   Lavonka       Bernardine      Teresa           Joyce                 Marilyn

                    Scollard’50   Keeble’50      Batte’50         Legere’50     Scollard’51    Shiel’50     Foley’49    Sebacious’49     Berry’50     Brunning’48   Zelinsky’48       Reynolds’52

3rd row:         Clara Marilyn              Doris              Alice                 Ruth            Carmela           Ruth            Kathleen          Nellie                  

                    Mazza’50     Stewart’49        Fischer’50     Callaghan’47     Moore’49      Thomas’49       Lee ’50       Blake’48        Legein’48



Flyer for entrance to St. Joseph School of Nursing  1950

Sister Patricia Hanlon’50

Sister Patricia Hanlon’50

2000       Sister served as the Mass Organizer for the Nurses Alumnae Executive  

Dorothy Battersby’50

1953 – 1954     served as 2nd Vice President on the Nurses Alumnae Executive

1957 – 1959      served as President on the Nurses Alumnae

                          Dorothy was the 13th President of the Nurses Alumnae

1958 – 1960      served as Past President   

Ila Van Horne’50

1960 – 1962      served as Treasurer on the Nurses Alumnae Executive

1963 – 1964      served as Prize Convenor 

1964 – 1965      served as Social Convenor

1965 – 1966      served on the Advisory Board  

Ruth Vollick’50

1965 – 1966     served as Social convenor on the Nurses Alumnae Executive  



Ruth Lee Crawford ’50    Phyllis Pomponi Mancini ‘50

Bernardine Barry’50

1951 – 1952   served as Representative to the R.N.A.O. on the Nurses Alumnae Executive 

Marjorie Donovan’50

1953 – 1954    served as President on the Nurses Alumnae Executive

                         Marjorie was the 11th President of the Nurses Alumnae

1958 – 1960      served as 2nd Vice President

1958 – 1960      also served as Programs & Social Convenor

2006 – 2009     served as a  Member At large for Special Events 

Phyllis Pomponi’50

1953 – 1954    served as 1st Vice President on the Nurses Alumnae Executive

Past Alumnae Presidents

Back Row:       Iva             Kathleen           Leona            Elizabeth          Eva            Mildred         Irene

                      Loyst ’24    O’Brien ’24     Hudecki ’41      Quinn ’20     Moran ’20     Hayes ‘27     Murray ‘19

Front Row:                            Doris Crossley ’32                        Ella Kelly ‘15

St Joseph’s 60th Anniversary Celebrations

Solemn High Mass was celebrated on the lawn of Marygrove. Estimated 500 guests attended 

Mass was followed by an open house of the hospital from  2 – 4 pm. 

Guests were met at the door by Sister Superior M Geraldine ’30 then guided through the 

hospital by the nurses. The Ladies Auxiliary of the hospital served tea on the lawn,  

The nurses annual Reunion Dinner was held on the same day, Thursday June 8th, 1950

The graduates attended the 60th Anniversary celebrations. 

This picture of past Alumnae Presidents was taken at the reunion



Patricia Hanlon was born on June 14th, 1929 in Guelph Ontario. She was the 4th daughter of James and 

Katherine Hanlon.  She spent much of her childhood as a Girl Guide. 

She graduated from Loretto Academy in Guelph in 1947. 

She entered the CSJ novitiate in 1951 and then entered St. Joseph School of Nursing and graduated in 

the class of 1950. She received a scholarship for post graduate studies in nursing education. 

In 1951 she entered the St. Joseph’s Community in Hamilton. 

In 1955 she continued her studies and earned her diploma in Nursing Education / Hospital 

Administration. 

In 1955 she worked at St Joseph’s Hospital in Guelph as a Pediatric teacher and Director of the School 

of Nursing. 

She then earned her BScN from the University of Ottawa, and pursued Economics at McMaster 

University. During this time, she held various nursing and management positions at both St. Joseph’s 

Hospital in Guelph and Hamilton. At St Joseph’s Hospital in Hamilton she was the Supervisor of the 

Emergency Department.  

In 1968 she became involved in the Congregational Formation Program, serving as the Director of 

Formation.

Sister Patricia returned to St Joseph’s Hospital in Hamilton in 1981 and joined the Pastoral Care Team. 

She continued to provide pastoral / palliative care to the patients in the Clinical Teaching Unit and the 

hospital until her retirement in 2017.  Throughout those years she took on an extensive telephone 

ministry. 

The staff of CTU held a surprise 80th birthday party and officially unveiled the new Sister Patricia 

Hanlon Quiet Room, named in honour of her many years of dedication and contributions to her patients 

and fellow staff at St. Joseph’s Healthcare. 

Sister Patricia retired at the end of 2017, having given 70 years of service. In Sister Patricia’s retirement 

she continued to volunteer in Pastoral outreach to hospitals, nursing homes, funeral homes and beyond. 

In the fall of 2019, she moved to the St Joseph Residence in London Ont. 

She entered Eternal Life on April 24,  2020



Sister Patricia Hanlon ’50

The staff of CTU held a surprise 80th birthday party 

and officially unveiled the new 

Sister Patricia Hanlon Quiet Room, 

named in honour of her many years of dedication and contributions to her 

patients and fellow staff at St Joseph’s Healthcare 

Sister Giovanni

Sister was transferred to St Joseph Hamilton in 1959 and worked in Accounting

In 1971 she became Manager of the Accounts Department and held that position until she retired in 1997

During the next few years, she was responsible for Telecommunications and the Admitting Department until 1983.

From 1997 – 2017 Sister Giovanni was the face of St Joseph’s at Patient Information 

Sister Patricia and Sister Giovanni retired at the end of 2017 

Sister Patricia having given 70 years of service 

and Sister Giovanni having given 58 years 



Elizabeth Catherine McLeod was born July 1, 1923 in Port Credit, Ontario.

Her father passed when she was 12 years of age. Her mother never remarried. 

Betty had two younger siblings, Margaret and Donald. She helped raise them.

Margaret was a student at Notre Dame Academy. 

She became a nurse and was the 1st  Director of Nursing at Atikpken General Hospital (250 miles North of Thunder Bay)

She later worked as the Director of Nursing in Ft. Langley Hospital,  B.C. 

Betty was working part time in a florist shoppe while in training at St Joseph’s School of Nursing.

She met Harry Patrick Murphy & they were married in 1952

They had 2 adopted children, Brigid (in 1958) and Derek (in 1961). 

Betty joined the Canadian Women’s Army Corps (CWAC) and was stationed in Kitchener, Ontario 

After the war, she went into training as a nurse at St. Joseph’s Hospital School of Nursing in Hamilton, Ontario and graduated with the class of 1950. 

Betty worked at Joseph Brant Memorial Hospital in Burlington as an OR nurse and later as an instructor. 

Her favourite OR experiences were assisting with paediatric cosmetic surgeries for children in need. 

Her daughter said Betty was great at providing all the details of those surgeries and others, while they were at the dinner table. 

Betty enjoyed her work as a teacher, but preferred the actual OR work. 

Her daughter assisted her mom by photographing all the OR equipment for Betty so she could use them for her classes. 

She frequently visited the Mother House and was good friends with Sister Patricia Hanlon.

She also liked to visit Sister Ursula, Sister Mary Daniel and Sister Alfonse. 

Sister Alfonse was a music teacher at Notre Dame . She taught  Margaret, Betty’s younger sister on a baby grand piano. 

Betty kept in touch with many nursing friends and her daughter Brigid Murphy was her chauffeur to these personal visits and class reunions. 

Betty was active in the ladies auxiliary. Her passions were gardening, sewing, knitting, cooking and baking, and other craft creations. 

Betty was proud to be a St. Joe’s graduate. Her daughter donated a music box to the Nurses Alumnae. 

The music box plays rock a- by- baby, has a porcelain face and her head moves to the music 

She said Betty would have wanted “her” to return to St. Joe’s. 

Elizabeth Catherine McLeod ‘50

Music Box



Patricia Scollard’50

Patricia Scollard’50

Pat Scollard Murphy graduated from St Joe’s School of Nursing as part of the largest class in the Hospital’s history. 

She has many good memories of the learning opportunities she was given.

I developed many friendships while I was in nursing school and the camaraderie was special as we leaned on each 

other for ongoing support. One classmate even brought Pat & her future husband together on a blind date for the 

nursing Alumnae’s Chrysanthemum Ball. 

Pat’s nursing aspirtations began at an early age & she spent lots of time bandaging her dolls and young friends. She 

learned the meanng of hard work on her family’s 1,000 acre farm south of Brantford. She was offered a job at St Joe’s 

right away.

She married Gordon Murphy in 1951 and their family grew with 6 children, 15 grandchildren and 13 great 

grandchildren.

Pat & Gordon were together for 65 years before he passed in 2017 at the age of 88 years.

For 10 years Pat has been making annual gifts to St Joseph’s Healthcare Foundation & she also decided to include a 

gift through her Wil. “I know my gift helps fund new possibilities at the Hospital” says Pat. 

Joy Guenther    class of 1950   

donated

Long sleeve Graduation uniform

and her cape with the initials MJG 

Jean Watson class of 1950

donated 

her cape with the initials JVW

Material in this presentation was gathered from several sources.

   

-newspaper articles in the Hamilton Spectator

-Alumnae Minutes & articles from the archives at the Motherhouse

-photos from Reunion Day celebrations

My apologies for any errors or omissions.

Connie Beamer Prowse’69

Archive Coordinator S.J.S.N.A.A. 



Class of 1950          Donated the Alumnae Doll for their 50th Reunion 

Ruth Lea        Mary Sangster      Mary Cummings      Betty MacLeod

Crawford           Smithson                    Daly                       Murphy

The class of 1950 donated a fully dressed doll to the Alumnae for their 50th Reunion, celebrated 

Friday June 9, 2000. The doll is 34” tall and dressed in the school uniform of 1947-1950,  complete 

with cape. Mary Sangster Smithson ’50 designed the clothes. They asked that she be used in the 

Alumnae Display Cabinet in the lobby of St. Joseph Hospital
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